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this spring after 33 years of honorable service
to his state and nation.

His steady leadership and hard work earned
First Sergeant Parker the respect of his peers
and his subordinates throughout the Mis-
sissippi National Guard. He is credited with
raising the strength level of his unit by more
than 50 percent after it was reorganized. His
technical, administrative, and leadership skills
have been key factors in the company’s con-
sistently high performance ratings over the
years. First Sergeant Parker has also led by
example. In each of the last 14 Army physical
fitness tests, he has scored more than 300
point maximum.

His commanding officer said there is no bet-
ter soldier anywhere in the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard, citing his positive attitude and
willingness to go beyond the call of duty in
support of his fellow Guardsmen and their
mission.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues join me in
saluting First Sergeant Charles Parker for a
job well done.
f

IN HONOR OF COMDR. DONNA M.
LOONEY FOR HER APPOINTMENT
TO THE COMMAND OF THE U.S.S.
PLATT

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 1998

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pride and appreciation that
I rise today to express my congratulations to
CDR Donna Looney for her appointment to
the command of the U.S.S. Platt by the United
States Navy tomorrow evening.

CDR Looney, originally from Simsbury, Con-
necticut, recently graduated from the U.S.
Naval War College, in Newport, RI, and is
being honored with the command of a U.S.
Navy fleet oiler, the U.S.S. Platt. As one of the
few female pioneers to command a Naval
ship, CDR Looney has set herself apart as a
fine role model for young women as well as
fellow Naval officers. For her leadership and
tremendous achievements in the United States
Navy, CDR Looney deserves our praise and
recognition.

Today, I congratulate CDR Donna Looney
for her appointment as commander of the
U.S.S. Platt and I commend her for the hard
work and sacrifices which were instrumental in
attaining this meritorious position in the United
States Navy.
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor an advocate of the Indo-American com-
munity, Mr. Sunil Aghi. Mr. Aghi is founder
and President of the Indo-American Political
Foundation, an organization dedicated to
bringing Indo-Americans into the mainstream
political process. Through this Foundation, Mr.

Aghi hopes to bring full equality and participa-
tion of minorities and other ethnic groups into
the political process. Mr. Aghi has also worked
hard to ensure that Indo-Americans are fully
represented in political and elected offices. He
understands that Indo-Americans should have
their own voices in all levels of government to
ensure that the needs of the Indo-American
community are met by our elected officials.

Mr. Aghi looks forward to joining forces with
other organizations which represent diverse
ethnic groups to form coalitions that will give
an even stronger voice to new citizens who
are eager to learn more and become involved
in American politics.

But the most important work that Mr. Aghi
does, in his work as founder of Thank You
America. Thank You America is an organiza-
tion dedicated to providing food and clothing
to the homeless of Orange County on Thanks-
giving Day. Each year this group assists over
500 homeless individuals and families with
warm meals and clothing during the holidays.
Mr. Aghi is planning to expand Thank You
America’s services to help needy families year
round.

Mr. Aghi truly understands the meaning of
thanks. His tireless efforts are a model for all
to follow. Mr. Aghi gives thanks everyday to
America through his unselfish work, and I
thank Mr. Aghi for his vital role in our commu-
nities.
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Women of Great Esteem, an
organization that supports the advancement of
women in a multi-cultural environment. This
worthy group assists the homeless, works to
combat violence in the community, provides
educational training, and conducts AIDS out-
reach. Each year, Women of Great Esteem
honors women who embody these goals of
service to others. This week, seven women
who have dedicated their lives to the commu-
nity will be honored at the Second Annual
Women of Great Esteem Awards.

The Honorable Una S. Clarke, Dr. Rosalind
Jeffries, Dr. Karen McCarthy Brown, Rev. Bar-
bara Pennant, Ms. Waveny Joseph, Ms.
Alourdes C. Lovinski and Ms. Ivonne
Mercado-Ford each deserve our sincerest
thanks for their commitment to bettering the
lives of women everywhere. They have chal-
lenged the community to recognize the appre-
ciate diversity and affirm the gifts, talents and
dignity of all women.

It is a great pleasure to congratulate these
women for their achievement, and I too ex-
press my gratitude to Women of Great Esteem
for their valuable service.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-

tinct pleasure to commend Dr. Panayotis
Iatridis, a decorated physician who has de-
voted his life to the scholarly pursuit of medi-
cal education, on his 23rd anniversary as As-
sistant Dean and Director of the Northwest
Center for Medical Education at the Indiana
University School of Medicine. In honor of his
23 years of outstanding service, the Advisory
Council for the Northwest Center for Medical
Education will host a recognition dinner on the
evening of Saturday, March 28, 1998, at the
Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza in Merrillville, In-
diana.

On July 1, 1975, Dr. Iatridis was named Di-
rector of the Northwest Center for Medical
Education, where he had served as Associate
Professor and Director of the Physiology
Course for medical students since 1972. Dur-
ing his 25 years with the Northwest Center, he
has been integrally involved in every aspect of
its operation, including the curriculum, admin-
istration, and service to students. As a mem-
ber of the faculty, Dr. Iatridis organized and
implemented a variety of courses, seminars,
educational programs, and conferences for
medical students, graduate students, post-doc-
toral trainees, faculty, and physicians in North-
west Indiana. Perhaps Dr. Iatridis’ most note-
worthy contribution to the Northwest Center’s
curriculum came in 1990, with his develop-
ment and implementation of the ‘‘Regional
Center Alternative Pathway’’, which is the edu-
cational program for first- and second-year
medical students. Dr. Iatridis is also respon-
sible for all administrative and academic af-
fairs of the Northwest Center, and he has de-
voted much of his time to assisting medical
students through different aspects of counsel-
ing and advising, including pre-medical stu-
dent counseling and research project advising.

In addition to his dedicated work with the In-
diana University School of Medicine, Dr.
Iatridis has utilized his talents for the better-
ment of the Northwest Indiana community.
Some of the organizations he has served in-
clude the City of Gary Economic Development
Commission, the Gary Community School
Corporation, the Lake and Porter County Med-
ical Society Care of the Indigent Committee,
and the Northwest Indiana Forum Foundation.
Dr. Iatridis has also served as a board mem-
ber of the Porter County Mental Health Asso-
ciation, Vice-Chairman of the Lake County
Community Health Association, Chairman of
the Lake County Medical Advisory Committee
of the Community Health Association, the Pro-
gram Committee of the Gary Rotary Club, and
the Porter Starke Infection Control Committee.

Dr. Iatridis has received numerous pres-
tigious awards, honors, and recognitions for
his many professional and public service
achievements. In recognition of his profes-
sional accomplishments, he received a Special
Recognition for Outstanding Contributions to
Medical Education by the Asian-American
Medical Society, in 1991; a commendation
from the Asian-American Medical Society for
Outstanding Contribution to Medical Education
in Northwest Indiana, in 1997; and the Wis-
dom Award of Honor from the Wisdom Society
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